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Of the Scriptures. 


HE Writings of the Apoſtles are not clear 
in things neceflary to Salvation : Thorn- 
dike's Weights and Meaſures, page 36. 

There are ſome Points of Good Concernment, 
which if any Man ſhould Queſtion in a high man- 
ner, they would prove indeterminable, by Scrip- 
ture, or ſufficient Reafon: Biſhop Taylor's Li- 


berty of Propheſying, pag. 89. 
of 
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Of the Apocrypha. 


*O R Edification of the Church, in the better 
underſtanding of the Manners and 
Works of Chriſtians 3 much abaſed by thoſe who 
would put theſe Books to ſilence. But the whole 
Church having always uſed them; to lay them 
afide now, were not to ratore the ch, but 
co Build a new one: Thornd;kg's Weights and 
Meaſures, pag. 100. 
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Of the Trinity. 


"Hey bdieye the Myſtery of the Trinity in 

all thoſe Niceties of Explication which are 

m the School ( and which now adays paſs for 

the DoQrin of the Church) with as-much violence 

— to the Principles of Natural and Supernatural 

Philoſophy, as can be imagin'd to be in the Point 

of Tranfabftantiation : Biſhop Taylor's Liberty of 
Proph. pag. 258. Numb. 16. 
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Of Original Sin. 


T. Paul ſeemeth expreſly to teach, Rom. 2. 
12, and 15. That they who are not under 
God's Poſitive Law, ſhall be judged at the latt 
Day by the Law of Natures which if it be (o, 
then ſhall not they be condemned for Original 
Sin : Therzd, Weights and Meal. p. 79. 

Original Sin doth not confilt in the Imputa- 
tion of Adam's Sin to his Poſterity. And indeed 
I need not diſpute, that God cannot in Juſtice 
puniſh one Man for another Man's Sin : Thernd. 
Weights, e*c. Pp. 77. 

It 1s by accident that we are more prone to 
many Sins, than we areto Virtue : Biſhop Tay- 
lor's Life of Chrii?, p. 46. 4th. Edit. 

The Sin of 44a neither made us Heirs of 
Damnatioaz nor naturally and neceſſarily Vict- 
ous : Taylor of Repentance, p. 374. 

Suppoſe this (meaning Hell) to be but a meer 
private State, yet it cannot be inflifted upon 
Infants, as a puniſhment of Adam's Sin ; and upon 
the ſame account 1t cannot be inflicted upon any 
one elſe : Thid. pag. 376. 
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Of the Licht of Nature. 


OD was formerly known by the Light of 
Nature and the Works of Creation and 
Providence, and thoſe partial and occaſtonal Re- 
velations of his Will, which he made to the 
World : Sherlock of the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
Pp. 33. 187. Edit. | 

Had Chriſt never appeared in the World, yet 
we had reaſon to believe, that God is Wiſe, and 
Good, and Holy, and Mercitful, becauſe not 
only the Works of Nature and Providence, but 
the Word of God, aflure us, that he 1s fo : the 
Appearance of Chrift did not firſt diſcover the 
Nature of God to us, but only gave us a greater 
expreſiion of God's goodneſs, than ever we had 
before, coniirms us in the belief of what we 
had learn'd before from Nature : 7bid. p. 43. 

God had reſpect to the Gertiles before the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, as well as lince, be- 
cauſe it 1s founded on that Natural Relation G od 
owns to all Mankind, as thcir merciful Creatour 
and Governour : 7b:d. p. 27. 

Both Jews and Heathens, who underſtood no- 
thing at all of what Chriſt was to do, in order to 
our Recovery, did believe God to be Gracious 
and Mercitul to Sinners, &c. And thoſe Natu- 
ral Notions the Heathens had of God, and all 
thoſe Diſcoveries God had made of himſelf in 


the 
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the Works of Creation and Providence, did aſ- 
ſure them, that God is very good, and it isnot 
poſſible ro underitand what goodneſs is, without 
pardoning Grace : 1Tvid. p. 44. 
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Of the Poſſibility -© To-rſeFion. 


Eal Evangelical Righteouſneſs admits of wars- 

ous Degrees. The third Degree,and that the 
higheſt, is of fach, who being moſt cheerfully 
incumbent on the ſtudy of Virtue , have pro- 
ceeded fo far, as that for ſome competent ſpare 
of time they lin ot at al, again(t 2»y Precept 
of Chriſt : ſgratizs Fuller's Funeral Sermon on 
Mrs. Norton, pag. 5. and pag. 6. 
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of Humane Satisfaiion. 
A Prayer to be ſaid in a Storm at Sea, KC. 


F it be thy will that we ſhall go down into the 
Waters, Lord, receive my Soul into thy holy 
hands, and preſerye it in Mercy and Safety, till 
the Day of Reſtitution of all things : and be plca- 
ſed to unite my death to the Death of thy Son, 
and to accept of it founited,as a puniſhment for all 
my ſins: Taylor's Holy Living, p. 377+. Printed 
IS51, 
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Of Works of Syupererogation. 


HE affirmative Precepts of the Goſpel, 

which being propounded 1n general terms, 
and with indefinite proportions, for the Meaſures 
are left under our hberty and choice, to ſignifie 
our great love to God 3 whatſoever 1s over and 
above the Commandments, that ſhall have a great 
reward : Taylor of Repentance, p. 49. 
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Of the End of the Law. 


Ur bleſſed Saviour came into the World to 
eſtabliſh New Laws of Morality : Parker's 
Eccleſtaſtical Polity, p. 33. 
Moſes Law was in the Moral part of it but a 
Law of Abſtinence from Evil : Taylor of Repen- 
tance, Þ. 20. | 
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Of the Manner of Converſion. 


Hat it is impoſſible for us to do any thing 
that is good, but we muſt be ated like 
Machines, by an external force, by the irrefiſtable 
power of the Grace and Spirit of God ; this 1 
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am ſure is a new Diſcoyetry ; we learn no ſuch 


thing from the Goſpel : Sherlock of the Know- ; 


ledge of Chrilt : p.50. 

According to the DoGrin of Dr. John Owen, 
and ſuch Mcn, All the regular and ordinary Me- 
thods of Grace, are forced to reſolve the renova- 
tion of our Minds into a Natural, and Phyſical, 
and immediate Operation of Chriſt upon our 
Minds, which makes all his Inſtitutions very inſi- 
pid and uſeleſs things, and deſtroys the Authority 
and Neceſlity of Chriſtian Societies, if all Grace 
be ſo immediately derived from the. Perſon of 
Chriſt : Sherlock's Defence and Contiquation,@*+c. 
Pages 508, 509. "a gt | | 

This device of infusd Habits, 15 a fancy with- 
out ground, and without ſenſe ; Taylor of Repen- 
tance, þ- 273. 

It deſtroys all neceflity of our Care and Labour 
11 the Ways of Godlineſs : 7bid. p. 273. 
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of Union with Chriit. 


Ellowſhip and Communion with God , ac- 
cording to the Scripture Notion, ſignifies 
what we call a Political Union, that is, thatto 
be in fellowſhip with God and' Chriſt, ſignifies 
to be of that Society, which puts us into a parti- 
cular relation unto God : Sherlock's Knowledge 


of Chriſt, p. 186. 


We 
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We cannot be united to Chrilt, till we unite 
our ſelves to the publick Societies of Chriſtians ; 
Ibid: p. 163- | 
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Of Merit by Workys 


myHe Merit or the Satisfation which 15 afcri- 
bed unto them, ( meaning Chriſtian Works ) 
being grounded upon that Grace bringing Salva- 
tion to all which hath appeared by the Goſpel 3 
it i5 not poſſible to imagin, what it can derogate 
from the Merits and Satisfaction of our Lord 
Chriſt : Thornd. Weights and Meal. p. 76. 

The Miſtake of the Schools and of the Council 
of Trezt, after the Schools, &c. concerning the 
Opinion of Satisfation and. Merit, in the good 
Works of Chriſtians, is no way deftrudtive to 
Chriſtianity : 1b:d. p. 139. 
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Of the Satisfation of C brift. 


Hen Chriſt died for us,he did not die as our 
Surety : Sherlock's Knowl. of Chr. p. 290. 

The Socinians have no reaſon to be atrajd of 
ſuch Adverſaries, who have no better way to de- 


fend the SatiefaFion of Chriit, then by the No- 
tion of Suretiſhip : 7bjd. p. 291. 
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Diſcourſing concerning this Pofition, vis. 
That God cannot forgive Sin with a fatisfa&ion 
paid to his Righteouſneſs, ſays Mr. Sherlock . 
That he could not pardon without full fatisfa- 
tion 3 that 1s, that he is ſo juſt, that he hath nor 
one Dram of Goodneſs in him, till his Rage and 
Vengeance be fatisfied 3 which is, I confeſs, a 
glorious kind of Juſtice : $herlock's Knowledge 
of Chriſt : p. 59. 

Dr. John Owex having aſſerted, That in Chriſt 
the very Nature of God is diſcovered to be love 
and kindneſs : But how comes this to paſs > ſays 
Mr. Sherlock > Why, the Account of that is veey 
plain 3 becauſe the Juſtice of God hath glutted 
it ſelt with Revenge on Sin in the Death of Chrilt, 
and lo hence-forward, we may be ſure he vill be 
very kind, as a revengeful Man is, when his Paſſion 
15 over : Tbid. p- 46. 3 <-> 2h, | 

And Dr. Joh» Owen having further ſaid, What- 
ever Diſcoveries were made of the Lenity and 
Patience of God unto us, yet if it were not withal 
revealcd, that the other Properties of God, as tis 
Juſtice and Revenge for Sin; had their attings 
alſo aligned them to the full, there could belittle 
conſolation gathered from the former. The fum 
of which 1s, (ſ{ay> Mr. Sherlock ) That Gad i5all 
Love and Paticace, when he hath taken his fill 
of Revenge, as others uſe to ſay, That the Devil 
is very goo, when he 3s pleaſed : $herloek's Know- 
ledge of Chrilt, p. 47. 

| cannot underſtand how Chriſt ſhould ſuffer for 
our (ins, 1f the guilt Of gor {193 were transfer- 

red 
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xed upon himſelf: Sherlock's Defence and Con- 
tinunt,'p.127. 7 
| When our fins are transferred on Chrift, we 
are ipſo faFo, innocent, and his death cannot de- 
liver us, who are freed already, but mult be only 
to deliver himfelf from this aſlamed Guilt : $her« 
lock's Defence and Contin. p. 128. 

Dr. Joby Owen's Opimon, ſays he, makes 
a very unworthy repreſentation of Almighty 
God, as if he were ſo Juſt, that he 1s Cruel and 
Savage, and-irreconcilable, till he has taken his 
fill of Reveage, and repreſents the whole deſign 
ok Chriſt's death, to be only a Satisfaction of Re- 
venge, Without which God could not be appea- 
ſed; as if Divine Vengeance did glnt and /:tiate 
it ſelf with the Blood of Chriſt, inſtead of the 
blood of the fanner : $herlock's Defence and Con- 
tinuat. p. 528, 529» | 

To think that the Death of Chriſt, was a Sa- 
tisfaction of his (that isGod's) natural and unap- 
peaſable Vengeance and Fury, 1s ſuch an Account 
as the Scripture no where gives us of the Death 
of Chriſt, as is incredible 1n it ſelf, and irrecon- 
cileable with the other Perfections of the Di- 
vine Nature: Sherlock's Defence and Continuat. 
P. 529, 530- 
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of Juſtification, 


He Articles of this Church ſetting forth Ju- 
ſtification by Faith alone, for a molt whol- 
ſom Do&trin, and full of comfort : : for the ſenſe 
of it refer us to the Homily upon that Subject : 1 
will not ſay that my Politioa 15 laid dowa in that 
Homily, tor there are many Paſlages of it, which 
ſhew them that penned it no way clear in that 
Point : Thorndike's Weights and Mealures , 
pag. 62. 

The VMiitake of the Schools, and of the Council 
of Trent, in the Nature of Faſtificatioz, and the 
cfic& of infuſed Righteouſne(s, to which they 
aſcribe it, 13 no way deſtruQtive to Chriſtianity - 
Ibid. p. 138. 

St. Paul intended, in arguing, that a Chriſtian ts 
juſtified by Faith chowe; withort the Works of' the 
Law; to wit, That he 1s juſtifted by protefiing 
Ch iſtianity lo cordially, and with ſo good a Co:- 
{ctence, as to perform tt :- 71bid.- p. 61. 

Imputed Righteouſneſs 1s n0 W here to be found, 
that I know of, but in their own Faacics : Sher- 
locks Knowledze of Chriſt, p. 273 

There is no Foundation in Scripture for «!! this 
talk of a Perſonal Righteouſneſs of Chrii? inherent 
in him, and imputed 10 xe, bid. p. 276. 

Chriſt being made under Law, is not to redeer 
#5, but to redeem them that were under the Law ; 


CG that 
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that is, the Jews, who were in bondage under the 
1oſaical Law, from which Chrilt redeemed them 
by abrogating that Law, 1bid. p. 317. 

[t mult neceſlarily be, that the Formal Cauſe of 
our Juſtification be intrinſical to the Perſon juſti - 
fied: Scrivener's Courle of Divinity, p. 65. 

Though the Scripture ſaith directly, that Chriſt 
is The Lord our Righteouſneſs, and St. Pax deſireth 
to be found in Chriſt, not having his own Righ- 
tcouſncls, ec. Yet we are not to underſtand 
tereby, that the formal Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
becomes our formal Righteouſneſs 3 but that he 
is by the Goſpel revealed unto us, the Teacher of 
Righteouſneſs, 7bid. Pagy 66. 

They who to magnihe the Myſtery of our Ju- 
ſtification, do object to themſelves, How a Man 
can be juſt, by the juſtice of another, and how 
righteous by another Perſons righteouſneſs, any 
more than a Man can hear with another Man's 
Ears, or ſee with another Man's Eyes, do tye 
ſuch a Knot as they can by no means looſe : $ex;- 
venrer, Pag. Thid. 
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Of Juſtifying Faith. 


Hat Opinion which placeth juſtifying Faith 
in Truſt and Confidence of God's Mercy 


through Chriſt, is not true: Thornd. Weights and 
Meal. p. 6, 64. 


We 
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We are juſtihed by believing thoſe Revela- 
tions, which Chriſt hath made of God's Will to 
us : Sherlocks Knowledge of Chritt, p. 255. 

Whoever places the Eflence of a juftifring 
Faith 11 a meer f1ducial reliance on Chriſt, and a 
fancitul application of Chriſt's righteouſtels to 
themſelves, place all their hop-s 1immediatcly on 
the Perſon of Chriſt, which is to make a new Re- 
ligion of Chrilt's Perſon, in oppoſition to his Go- 
ſpel : Sherlock's Defence and Contin. p. 312. 

A Modiſh and Conrtly Faith it 1s, which fits {t11], 
and yet ſets you 1n the lap of Chritt. Ir paſſes un- 
der ſo many Names, that I cannot ſtand to number 
them all now. Its called a caſting of our ſelves 
upoa Chriſt, a relying on his Merits, a ſhrouding 
our ſelves under the Robes of his Righteoul- 
neſs, &c. Do you not ſeea ſtrange Inchantment 
in it already ? 1s it not a Magical Operation, or 
much beholden toffrength of Fancy, and the 
Witchcraft of Imagination : Dr. Patrick's Parablz 
of the Pilgrim, p. 139, 140. 

I hope your Soul will never enter into this Se- 
cret, nor follow the Rabble in theſe groundleſs 
Fancies. But you will rather put to your Hands, 
to pull down that Idol of Faith, which hath been 
ſet up with ſo much devotion, and religiouſly 
worſhipped ſo long amongltus:that dead Image of 
Faith which ſo many have adored, truſted in, and 
periſhed : I mean the Notion which hath been fo 
zealoufly advanced, how that believing is nothing 
elſe, but a relying on Jeſs for Salvaiion; a fidn- 
cial recumbency on him ; a caſting our ſelves wholly 
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upon him and his Merits or ant applying of his 
righteouſneſs to our Souls. And if you throw all 
th ofe other Phraſes after them, which tell us, that 
it isa taking of Chriit, a laying hold of him, a 
c!9ſing with him, or an embracing of tims you 
{hall do the better, and more plainly ſecure 
your ſelf from being deceived : 1bid. pages 143, 
1.4.4. 

No doubt it is, that he (meaning Abrehazr ) 
and all good Chriſtians are called faithful, not 
from a lazy recumbency on Chrzſt tor Salvation, 
or the (ſtrongeſt apphcation of his Merits to their 
Souls, if theſe were ſufhcient to make a perſon of 
that denomination ; then we need no better Cha- 
racer of a Faithful Servant, or Steward, (which 
th< Holy Writings ſometimes mention) than ſuch 
an one as follows, He 1s a perſon that relies upon 
his Maſter's Merits; and depends only on the 
worth and ſufficiency of his Lord. He truſts in 
his goodneſs for a Pardon of all his Faults, and 
hopes he will eſteem him a good Servant, becauſe 
he is a good Maſter, He leans upon his Arm, and 
claſps faſt about him, and 1s reſolved not to let 
him go, till he have paid him his Wages. He em- 
braces him kindly , and hopes he will account 
him righteous, becauſe he 1s fo himſelf, And in 
one word, He applies to himſelf all the good 
Works that his Maſter hath performed ; and prays 
to be excuſed it he doth not his buſineſs becauſe 
that his Lord can do it better. Iz not this a very 
ridiculous deſcription ? or would you be content 
to be thus ſerved? Do not then imagin that God 
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will be ſerved after this faſhien ; or that ſuch an 
ill-favoured Notion as this, 1s the beſt that can 
be found to compole the definition of a true Belie- 
ver: Dr. Patrick's Parable, p. 149. 
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Of the Patriarchs Faith. 


O Man could believe in Chr;F, till he came: 
N Sherlock's Knowledge of Chriſt, p. 247. - 

Abraham's Faith was not a Faith iz Chriit (and 
further he ſays) nor a fiducial reliance and recum- 
bency on Chrilt for Salvation : Tbid. p. 247. 

A belief of the Principles of Natural Religion, 
which 1s tounded upon Natural Demonſtrations, 
or Moral Arguments ; which was the Faith of 
Abel and Enoch, whereby they pleafed God ; and 
God required no more of thoſe good Men : $her- 
lock's Knowledge of Chriſt, p. 253. 


© n———_——_——_ — — 
Of Perſeverance. 


T isa thing prodigtous and deplorable to con- 
fder, That they who wauld be Reformer> of 
the Church, ſhould think itnd ſtate of Grace that 
can become forfeit by, fin : Thorud, Weights and, 
Meaf. p. 70. | 
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Of Prazers for the Dead. 


Hough there be hope for thoſe that are moſt 
ſollicitous tolive and dic Good Chriſtians, 
that they are in no ſuch ſuſpenſe, but within the 
bounds of the heavenly Jeruſalem ; yet, becaule 
their Condition 1s uncertain, and where there 1s 
hope of the beiter, there is fear of the worſe 3 
therefore the Church hath always aſſiſted them 
with the Prayers of the living , both for their 
ſpeedy Tryal, ( which all bleſſed Souls deſire ) 
and for their caſte Abſolution, and Diſcharge with 
glory before God : Thorad. Weights, ec. p. 107. 
There is the ſame ground to believe the Com- 
munion, of Saints, in the Prayers , which thoſe 
that depart in the higheſt favour with God make 
for us, in the Prayers which we make for thoſe 
which depart in the loweſt favour with God, 
that there is for the common Chriſtianity*; name- 
ly, the Scriptures interpreted by the perpetual 
Practice of God's Church : 7bid. p. 159. 
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Of Feait Days. 


Hat Reaſon can endure that the Chrrch 
ſhould be bound to keep the firſt day of 


the Week, by that Precept, which tyed the Syna- 
| A Sogue 
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gogue to keep the laſt Day of the Week ? Seeing 
thea the obligation of it is to be derived from 
the Acts of the Apoſtles 3 that is, from the Power 
of the Church : tor being once received by the 
whole Church, 1t 1s for ever received to the ſame 
effect, if the Premiſe: be true, 1t is the ſame Ob-' 
ligation that tyes all to obſerve the times appoint- 
ed for the Service of God, by the Church, whether 
Faſting Days or Feſtivals: Thorndike's Weights 
and Meaſures, p. I13. 

The Lert Faſt, and the keeping of the Lord's 
Day, ſtand both upon the ſame Authority : 7b;d. 
P. I21, = 
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Of Ceremonies in Divine Worſhip. 


Eremomes fignified by the Churches Inſtitu- 
tion are neceſlary in God's Service : Thornd. 
Weights, &c. p+ 116. | 
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of Tdolatry. 


S they who juſtifie the Reformation, by char- 
A ging the Pope to be Antichriſt,and the Papiſts 
Idolaters ; ſo, on the other ſide, they who over- 
charge the Reformation to be Hereticks, make 
tiemſelves thereby Schiſmaticks before God : 
Thornd. Weights, ©*c. P« 7+ yy 
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The Images which the Second Commandment 
ſuppoſeth, are the repreſentations of other Gods, 
which his People were wont to commit Adultery 
with, by worſhipping them for God : 767d. p.166. 

Reverencing of Images in Churches 1s not Idg- 
latry : bid. p. 127. WA 

.*To reverence the Images of Saints can be no 
Idolatry, ſo long as Men take them for Saints ; 
that is, God's Creatures, much leſs to the Image of 
our Lord, for it is the Honour of the Lord, and 
not of his Image : 7bid. p. 127. 

The Worlhip of the Hoſt inthe Papacy, is not 
Idolatry : 1bid. p. 125. 

Were worſhipping the Holt Idolatry, Chriſtia- 
nity, ning the Geftureof Kneeling, to ſignifie the 
Worſhip of Chriſt, were enough to ſanctifie it to 
God's Service 2: Thid. p. 126.- 

They which oF the only true Chriſt, and 
therefore the only trac God; do neceſlarily pro- 
fels to -deteſt all Tdolatry 3 which the Profefiion 
of Chriſtianity effefively roote+ ont of © the 
World , whereſoever it prevailed. And fo doth 
the Church of Roze ftilt as ſeriouſly profeſs, as 
they who charge them to be Idolaters : 7bid. 
p. 6 bY | 


| Idolatry 1s a forſaking the true God, and giving 


Divine Worſhip t/a Creature or to an Idol ; that 


is, to an imaginary God, who, hath no foundarion 


ta Eflence or Exiſtence : Biſhop Taylor's Lib. of 
Propheſ. p, 258. 
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Of the Higher Powers. 


T is abſolutely neceſlary to the Peace and Go- 
] vernment of the World, that the Supreme Ma- 
g1ſtrate of every Common-Wealth, ſhould be veſt- 
ed with a Power to govern and condudt the Cor- 
ſciences of Subjedts in Aﬀairs of Religion : Parker's 
Ecclei. Polity, p. 10. 187. Edit. 

Unleſs Princes have power to bind their Sub- 
jects to that Religion that they apprehend mot 
advantagious to publick Peace and Tranquillity, 
they are no better than Statues and Images of 
Authority , and want that part of their Power 
which is moſt neceſſary to a right Diſcharge of 
their Government : 7bid. p. 12. 

If we would ſpeak properly, the Commands of 
Authority perfeftly determine and evacuate all 
Doubtfulneſs and Irrefolution of Conſcience : 
ibid p. 287. 

When Authority caſts its Commands into the 
Scale (if in ſome Mens Conſciences they weigh 
any thing) they cannot but add Weight more 
than enough to determine the Judgment, and in- 
cline the Balance : 7bid. p. zdem. 

To a@ againſt the Inclinations of our own 
Doubts and Scruples, is ſo far from being criminal, 
that *cis an eminent Inſtance of Virtue, and im- 
plies in it, beſides its ſubſerviency to the wel- 
fare of Mankind, the great Duties of Modeſty, 

D Peace- 
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Peaceableneſs, and Humility ; 1bid. p. 303. 

Private Men are not properly fzi furis : they 
have no power over their own Actions, they are 
not to be direfted by their own Judgments, or 
determined by their own Wills 3 but by the Com- 
mands and Determinations of the Publick Con- 
ſcience: And it there be any fin tm the Com- 
mand, he that impoſed it, thall anſwer for it, and 
not I, whoſe whole Duty 'tis to obey : The Com- 
mands of Authority will warrant my Obedience 5; 
my Obedience will hallow, or at leaſt excuſe my 
Action, and fo ſecure me from Sin, if not from 
Error 3 becauſel follow the beſt Guide, and moſt 
probable DireCion I am capable of : and though 
I may miſtake, my Integrity ſhall preferve my In- 
nocence. And in all doubtful and diſpnutable 
Caſes, *tis better to Err with Authority, than to be 
in the Right againſt it : 7b7d. p. 308. 

They (meaning Governours) whoſe buſincts it 
is to underſtand Publick Afﬀairs, and therefore in 
all ſach Matters, their Commands are the Supreme 
Rule of Conſcience : 7þ;4d. p. 309. 


Of 
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Of the Pope and Popery. 


S for the Proteſtant Arguments taken out of 
A the Apocalypſe, to prove the Pope to be An- 
tichrilt, Be/armine calleth them deliramenta do- 
tages : Pelag. Redi. p. 39. 2d. Table. But further 
in the Appeal, he termeth them Apocahyptical 
Phrenſies. 

Many learned in our Chxrch, eſpecially when 
the greateſt heat was ſtricken between us and 
Rome , have aftirmed the Pope to be Antichriſt, 
yet to them that calmly and ſeriouſly conlider it, 
it may not without good reaſon be diſputed as 
doubtful : 74d. p. 53. 

I have yet one thing more to ſay to you in this 
Point, St. Joh» hath given it for a Rule, that every 
Spirit that conteſleth not that Feſws Chris is come 
in the fleſh, 15 not of God, but is that Spirit of 
Antichriſt, whereof ye have heard. So that un- 
leſs ye can make good, (as I think you cannot) 
that the Pope of Rome confeſleth not _—_O_ 
Chris 1s come in the fleſh, you have no reaſon to 
conclude that he 1s Antichritft : 7d. p. 128! 

A Primacy of Order was never deftied-to 
St. Peter, that Rome had Potentioremxe Principutumt, 
than other Churches : the Proteſtants grant, and 
that not only, becauſe the Roman Prelate was or- 
dine Primmuzs,firit in Order and Degree; which ſome 
one mult be, to avoid confufion : B;ſþop Laud's 
Relat. p. 1383. 


D 2 Auſtin 
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Auſtin faith indeed, that in the Church of Rome, 
there did ever flouriſh the Principality of an 
Apoſtolick Chair, this no Man denies : 7bjd. 

. 154- 

: Miſcrable were we, if he that now fits Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, could not derive his Suc- 
cellion from St. Anguſtive, St. Augnſtine from 
St. Gregory, St. Gr-gory from St. P:ter. What a 
comfort is it to his Grace, that he can ſay, Fgo 
ſum Heres Apoſtolorum, I, and my Predecellors 
have kept poſſeſiion : Pocklingt. Altare, P. JO» 

Our Dioceſian can derive himſelf the Succeflor 
of an Apoſtle, otherwiſe we ſhould have taken 
his Call for the Voice of a {tranger, and not have 
appeared. It is St. Auguſtine's Reſolution, $yc- 
ceſſio Epiſcoporum ab ipſa ſede Petri, 15 that which 
among other things by him named, keeps usn the 
boſom of the Church, and ſubjetts us to our Bi- 
ſhops Juriſdiction : Pokling. Sund. at the begin- 
ning of the Book. 

It is plain, that in theſe antient Times, 1n the 
Church Government , Britain was never ſubject 
to the See of Rome, for it was one of the Six 
Diocies of the Wet Empire, and had a Primate of 
Its OWn : Nay John Capgraw and William 1ſabin- 
nesburrie tell us, that Popes Urban the 24, in the 
Council at Bari 1n Apaleia, accounted my worthy 
Predeceſſor St. ANSEL ME as his own Com- 
peer, and faid he was as the Patriarch and Apoſto- 
lick of the other World, @zaſt Comparem, & ve- 
luti Apoſtolicume alterizs Orbis & Patriarchan. 
Now the Britains having a Primate of their own, 

Which 
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which 1s greater than a Metropolitan, yea, a Pa- 
triarch , 1f ye will, he could not be appealed 
from to Rimes : Archbiſhop Laud's ReVat. p. 171. 

The Lizcol-ſhire-Miniſter, in his jearing vein, 
flouteth Cardinal Baroexs , whereas, if he liſt 
to read his Life, he may not be ignora: it that the 
Cardinal was a Man of Exemplary Holineſs, and 
ſpent the greateſt part of his Life in Faſting , 
Prayer, Alms- feeds. Preaching, Exhortatioa , 
and Doctrin, and did deteſt both Imptety and 
Vanity , both in Word and Deed. Methinks 
his Conſcience (hould check him tor his ſcornful 
uſage of a Man who had the Report of ſo virtuous 
and pious a Bilhop : Pokling. Alt. p. 34. 

The Church of Roxe, and Proteſtants, ſet not 
up a different Religion, for the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion 1>the ſame to borh, bur they ditter in the ame 
Religion,and the diff.rence is in certain groſs Cor- 
ruptions to the very endangering of Salvation, 
which each lide faith the other 1s guilty of : Br- 
ſnop Laud's Relat. p. 36. 

The Learned make but three Religions to have 
been of old inthe World, Paganiſm, Tudaiſm, 
and Chriſtianity, and now they have added a 
fourth, which 1s Twurci/zz. Now 1t this Ground 
of theirs be true, as 1t 1s generally received, 
perhaps it will be of dangerou: conſequence adly 
to avoW , that the Pop:ſþ Relrgron 15 Rebellion , 
though this Clauſe pail:d in the Litnrgy in King | 
James's time : this Realon well weighed, 1s taken 
from the Foundation of Relizion it ſelf : Star- 
Chamber-Sperca, Þ. 39- - 


(24 ) 


We dare not communicate with Rome, either 
in her publick Liturgy, which 18 manifeſtly pollu- 
ted with grols Suaverſtition, or in theſe corrupt 
and ungrounded Opinions, which ſhe hath added 
to the Faith. Thete make up the Fopery, but not 
the Church of Rome: in them our Communion 1s 
diſſolved, but we have till a true and real Union 
with that and all other Members of the Church 
Univerſal in Faith and Charity : Fottar's Char. 
Pp. 65. 

To depart from the Church of Rome in ſome 
Docttrines and Practices, we had juſt and necet- 
fary cauſe, though the Church of Rome wanted 
nothing neceſſary to Salvation. There 1s great 
difference betwixt Schiſm from them, and Refor- 
mation of our ſelf, It is one thing to leave Com- 
#140; with the Charch of Rome, and another to 
leave communicating With her Errors, whoſoever 
profeſſeth himſelf to forſake the Communion of 
any one Member of Chriſts Body, muſt confeſs 
himſelf confequently to forſake the whole. And 
therefore we forſake not Rome's Communion more 
nor the Body of Chriif, whereof we acknowledge 
the Church of Rome to be a Member, though cor- 
' Thpted : if any Zealots have proceeded among us 
to heavier Cenſxres, their Zeal may be excuſed, 
but their Charity and Wiſdom cannot be juſtified : 
Jbid. p. 34 

The Proteſtants have not left the Church of 
Rome in her Eſſence, but in her Errors, not in 
Things which conſtitute a Church , but only 
ſuch Abuſes and Corruptions which work to- 

ward 
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ward the diflolJution of a Chxrch : Bilhop Laxd's 
Relat. p. +92. 

The Foundation is and remaineth whole in the 
Midſt of their Superſtitions : 7bid. p. 249+ 

Suppole a great Prelate in the H:gb Commiſſron 
Court bad ſaid openly, that We and the Churob of 
Rome differed not in Fundamentulibus, yet how 
cometh this to be an Innovation in the Doctrine 
of England 2 for that Church telleth us in the 
19th Article, that Rozze doth err in Matters of 
Faith 3 but it hath not told us, that ſhe dota err 
in Fundamentalibys : Heylin's Auſw. p. 124- 

It is the charitabteproteſſion of zealous Luther, 
that under the Popery there is much Chriſtian good, 
yea, All, that under the ?apacy there is true Chri- 
ſtianity, yea, the Kernel of Chriſtianity ; neither 
do we cenſure that Church for what it hath nor, 
but for what it hath Fundamental Fruth, is like 
the Maroniar Wine, which if it be mixed with 
twenty times ſo much Water, holds his {trength. 
Rome, as it is Babylon, we maſt come out of it; 
but as 1t 1s an outward viſible Charch, we neither 
did, nor would : Popery is Poiſon, but fund ww2en- 
tal Truth 1s an Antidote : a little quantity of An- 
tidote, that is foveraign, will deftroy much Poi- 
fon : Hails Old Religion ,, at 'the beginninz 
of 1t. | 

The molt neceflary and fundamental! Truths 
which coaltitute a Church, are ou both fides un- 
queftioned : Potter's Ch, p. 62. 
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By Fundamental Points of Faith, we under- 
ſtand theſe prize and capital DoGrines of Reli- 
gion, which make up the Holy Catholick Faith, 
which eſſentially conſtitutes a trxe Church, and a 
true Chriſtizu. The Apoſtles Creed, taken in a 
Catholick ſenſe, that is as 1t was further opened in 
ſome parts, by occaſion of emergent Herelies 1n 
the other Cathol:ck Creed of Nice, Conſtantinople, 
Epheſus, Chalcedon, and Athanaſtus, 1s ſaid gene- 
rally by the School-men ang Fathers, to com- 
prehend a perfe& Catalogue of Fundamental 
Truths, and to iwply a full rejection of fundamen- 
tal Hereſies : Thid. p. 1d. 

It ſeemed to ſome Men of great Learning and 
Judgment , ſuch as Hooker and Morton , that all 
who profeſs to love the Lord Jeſus, are Brethren, 
and may be ſaved, though with Errors, even Fun- 
damental Truths, and to imply a full reje&ion of 
fundamental Herefies : 7bid. p. 109. 

In things not neceſlary , though they be Di- 
vine Truths, if about them Men differ, it is no 
more than they have done, more, or leſs, in all 
Ages, and they may differ, and yet preſerve that 
one neceſlary Faith entire, and Charity alſo, if 
they be ſo well minded, for Opinions which 
flatter about that one Soul-faving Faith, there 
are dangerous differences this day : Biſhop Laud”s 
Relat. p. 3*5T. 

It 1s a great vanity to hope or expect, that all 
learned Men in this Life ſhould abſolutely con- 
ſcnt in all the Particles of the Divine Truth, fo 
long as the Faith once delivered to the Saints. 


and 
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and that common Faith, containing all neceflary 
verities,is Keeped. Solong as Men walk charita- 
bly , according, to this Rule, though in other 
things they be otherwiſe minded, the Unity of 
the Church 1s no wife violated : for it doth con- 
filt in the Unity of Faith, not of Opinions, in the 
union of Men: Hearts, by true Charity, which 
eaſily tvlerateth unneceſſary Differences : Some 
Points of Religion, are Primitive Articles, efſen- 
tially neceſlary in the object of Faith : diſlention 
in theſe is pernicious, and deſtroyeth Unity 3 
other are ſecondary, probable, obſcure and acci- 
dental Points; Diſputat1ons in theſe are tolerable ; 
unity m theſe; 1s very contingent and variable : 
as in Mufical Confort, a Diſcord now and then, 
ſo it be inthe difcant, and depart not from the 
Ground, fweetens the Harmony : ſo the variety 
of Opimons and. Rites, in divers parts of the 
Charch, doth rather commend than prejudice 
the Unity of the whole : Pottar's Charity , 
38. 
, Truth is of two forts among Men, manifeſt and 
confeſſed Truth, or more obſcure and involved 
Truth : Plainly delivered in Scripture are all 
theſe Poiats which belong unto Faith and Man- 
ners, Hope and Charity : I know none of theſe 
controverted inter partes The Articles. of our 
Creed are confeſſed on borh ſides, and held plain 
enough ; the controverted Points arc of a larger 
and inferiour Allay : of them a Man may be 1g- 
norant , without any danger of his Soul atall: 
A Man may reſolve or oppole this way, or that 

way, 
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way, without peril of periſhing : Montag. Anti- 
 $08- Pe '4e : | | 

The Corruptions of Rowe materially, and in 
the very kind and nature, are Leaven, Dros, 
Hay, and Stubble, yet the Biſhop thought that 
fach as were miſled by Education, or long Cu- 
ſtom , or overvaluing the Sovereignty of the 
Roman Church, and wig in ſimplicity of heart em- 
brace them, might by their general Repentance 
and Faith in the Merits of Chriſt, attended with 
Charity, and other Virtues, find Mercy at God's 
hands : Laud's Relat. near the end. 

Though there be ſome differences among us in 
Ceremonies and Expoſitions , which deltroy not, 
yet ſtill our Head, Chriſt, by Baptiſm ſtands upon 
our Body, and the ſubſtance of the Goſpel is en- 
tire and whole among us, by retaining the Ar- 
ticles of the Faith, the Volumn of the New Teſta- 
ment, and the Prattice thereof by Faith and good 
Works: &helfoord, p. 235: "23 

There be Differences which hinder our Agree- 
ment, what then? Among the Greeks there were 
divers Diale&s, and yet they had but one Lan- 
guage 3 they held together in the Main, So 
though Papifts have a Letter more than we, and 
we one Letter for another, yet we hold together 
in the Radix. Pax} could bear with differences, 
expecting God's Reformation, if you be otherwiſe 
minded, God ſhall reveal. For the preſent, let 
us be patient, and afterward God will ſhew where 
the Error lyeth 3 Why ſhould we preſume ſo much 

of our $kill, while we are in our Nonage, and 
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know but in part 2 Have not better Men than - 
we been deceived ? Have not difſenting Fathers, 
and ſliding Schooliſts, been always born within 
Points of Religion: ibid. p. 239. 

We hope well of theſe Holy Souls, who in 
former Apes lived and died inthe Church of Rome, 
for though they died in many finful Errors , 
yet becauſe they did it ignorantly, through 
unbelief, not knowing them cither to be Er- 
rors, or Sins, and repented in general for all their 
unknown Treſpaſſes , we doubt not , but they 
obtained the pardon of all their Ignorances ; 
nay , our Charity reaches further , to all theſe 
that this day, who in fimplicity of heart, believe 
the Rowan Religion , and profeſs it. Put we 
underſtand only Them who have no ſufficient 
Means to find the Truth, or elſe as after the ule - 
of the beſt means they can have, all things con- 
fidered, find 'no ſufficient Motives to convince 
their Conſcience of Errors : Pottar's Charity, e*c. 

» IF: 

. I am not in the mind that all Images are Idols, 
but only when they are worſhipped for Gods 
this the word 7dolatria fignifieth the worſhipping 
of Images with /atria, that is Divine Worſhip, as 
it is uſed by Divines : Shelfoord, p. 300. 

They keep cloſe to that. which is Superſtition, 
and in the cafe of Images, come nearto Idolatry : 
Biſhop Laud's Relat. p. 299. 

You fay, that Images muſt not-have latria - 
ſo we: let your Practice and Doftrine go toge- 
ther,and we agree. Dow againft Bxrtor objecteth, 
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that my Lord Canterbury did razc out of the Pub- 
lick Book of Faſts, this Sentence, Thor h :5t 
delivered us from Superſtition and Idolitry, wher e- 
in we were utterly dreowned : His chiet Anſwer 1, 
that Men may be good Proteſtints, and yet not 
dama all their Fore-fathers, who lived before the 
Reformation, as he muſt do, who laith of them, 
they were wholly drowned 1n Idolatry, which 
though 4. Burton perhaps will not, yet lome 
Ment may think it to be a Reaſon ſuttcient for 
the leaving out of that Sentence ; MHontig. Arti- 
848. P- 319- 

Every Se& hath ſome Zeilots ſo paitonately 1n 
love with their own Opinions, that they condemn 
all other diftering from them, to be heretical, 
ſo there liveth not a Chriſtian on Earth, who in 
the judgment of many other, 1s not an Heretick. 
The Gyant in Gath was a true Man, though 
much deformed with ſuperfluous Fingers and 
Toes, but if one loſe any Vital Part, he is a Man 
no longer 3 there 1s not ſo much danger in adding 
ſuperfluities, as in detrafting what 1s efſential 
and neceſlary ; that the Church ſhall never be 
c:obbed. of any truth, neceſſary tothe Being of 
the Church, the Promiſes of Chrylt aſluretiz us, 
bur that ſhe ſhall add no unnecejlary truth, we 
have no warrant : Pottar, p. 102. 

Ifany will be a Leader and Teaching-Heretick, 
and add Schiſm to Herefies, and be obſtinate in 
both, he, without repentance, muſt needs be loſt, 
while many that ſucceed him in the errour only, 
and no obſtinacy , may be ſaved: I ſay, thoſe 


hows- 
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however milled, are nenher Schiſmaticks nor He- 
reticks before God, and arc therefore 11 a ſtate 
of Salvation: Bifhep Laud'; Relat. p. 316. 

Let us Chriſtians leave off our Diviſions, the 
Pa.iſts and we call upon one Gos, our Father : 
upon one Chrilt, our Saviour 3 one Holy Ghoſt, 
our Sanctiftierz and we have but one mean to 
unite us to this holy Uni-Frinity , which 1s 
Baptiſm 5 how then ſhould we not be Brethren ? 
O blcfled Jeſus, raiſe up one to bid the People re- 
rurn : Elefied be that Peace-maker among Meu. 
Nulla ſalus bello pacem te poſcimaus o0mnes : Shel- 
foord, p. 239. 

Why judge we fo cagerly others, for holding 
of Errors, is any without them 2 Some Errors we 
may bear with ; Charity teacheth me to judge, 
that Errors of Chriſtianity, are not of inteation, 
but ignorance ; for T believe that willingly, and 
willingly, neither PapiSt, Proteſtant, nor Luthe- 
ras, Would wrong their Head, Chriſt, whom 
daily they profeſs : Shelfoord, p. 296. 

{t ſeemed to ſome Men of great Learning and 
Judgment,fuch as Hooker and 4/ortox,that all who 
profeſs ro love the Lord Jeſus, are Brethren, and 
may be ſaved,though with Errors, even fundamen- 
tal Hereticks do embrace the Principles of Chri- 
{tianity, and err only by miſconſ{truction. Where- 
upon their Cpimons, albcit epugnantindeed to 
Faith, yet 2re held otherwiſe by them, and main- 
tained as Conſonant to the Faith : [þ;d. p. 100: 
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AS. 3. 1. 19. for private, r. priyative. P. 9. 1. 2. for witha 
P ſatisfaction, r. without a ſatisfaCtion. p, 11. 1. pexxu/t. 
r. under the Law. p. 18. 1. 10. for honour of the Lord, r. ho- 


nour of our Lord. p. 26, l. 17, r. cyvea in fundamental cruths. 


